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Plan for Session

Background information on: 
gentrification, international village, 
industry & responsibility, the water street 
property (and pollution of), and DAY.

Review how DAY can support mutually 
beneficial structures and practices 
through our solidarity and care for 
cohesive communities. How does this 
contribute to social and ecojustice?

-

How DAY was formed, our 
horizontal leadership 
strategy, and how we care 
for our community and 
provide mutual aid during 
times of uncertainty.

Audience Q&A / 
Discussion



Audience Poll
Screenshot of Results Captured at EcoJustice 
Conference on 3/10/2018 



What is Gentrification?

“Gentrification is about shifting a 
city’s purpose from one that serves 
the poor and middle class to one 
that functions to generate capital 
for the rich.”

Moskowitz, P. (2017). How To Kill A City: Gentrification, inequality, and the fight for the 
neighborhood. New York, NY 10003: Nation Books.



Delayed response, capitalist/neoliberal “solutions” only 
move problems around, they cannot solve their own 
crisis’

Exponential impact, over time, the issue is not stagnant
“By that I mean a violence that is neither spectacular nor instantaneous, but 
instead incremental, whose calamitous repercussions are postponed for years or 
decades or centuries. “

“Invisible violence”, disturbing “normalized quiet” of 
gentrification 
 

Slow Violence - conference 
connections



Gentrification Locally

● Ypsi Real Campaign
○ Part of a concerted plan to make 

Ypsi more attractive to U of M 
grads, people with capital. 

○ Posted that the south side was a 
great place for recent grads to “buy 
starter homes”

○ Benefits business; Capital will solve 
social problems - Contradiction!



Gentrification Locally, 
contd

● Landlord’s Market

● Renter Displacement

● The city is no longer yours; 
you feel a stranger in your 
own town



Negative Health Impacts of 
Gentrification

◍ Black Women in gentrified NYC Neighborhoods 
more likely to experience preterm births (Huynh & 
Maroko, 2014).

◍ Eviction associated with higher rates of depression 
and adverse health effects (Desmond & Kimbro, 
2015).

◍ Chicago: Racial disparities exist in hypertension 
even when adjusting for neighborhood effects 
(Morenoff et al, 2007)

◍ Gentrification may have a marginal effect improving 
self-rated health for neighborhood residents overall, 
but it leads to worse outcomes for African 
Americans (Gibbons & Barton, 2016)



Preterm Birth by Gentrification 
and Race/Ethnicity in NYC

Who does gentrification really benefit?



A proposed 300 million dollar lakefront development….

- of luxury apartments marketed toward International 
students (of U of M, EMU, & Wayne State),

- funded through the controversial EB-5 Visa program,

- on 30+ acres of public land left previously polluted by 
industry,

- on property that contains an indigenous burial ground,

- Priced at rates unaffordable for Ypsilantians

WHAT WAS INTERNATIONAL VILLAGE?



“International 
Village”



INDUSTRIAL 
POLLUTION: 

WHOSE 
RESPONSIBILITY?



Public Land

Keep Public 
Land in Public 
Hands!

Indigenous 
Burial 
Ground

City council and 
developers 
claimed that if 
they “find 
anything” they 
will halt the 
development...

Polluted by 
Industry

The property has 
cycled through many 
polluting industrial 
sites & a landfill.

Due to ecological 
damage, the property 
is unsuitable for 
development. 

The Water Street Property



DEFEND AFFORDABLE 
YPSI: BEGINNINGS & 
STRATEGY

- DAY began as a conversation 
about rising rents & 
affordability

- DAY Facebook Page became 
a counterpoint news source

- Horizontal Strategy
- Mutual Aid & Community 

Care



Zine 1 Excerpt



Zine Excerpt



Horizontal Organizing

- Horizontal Organizing is the most important piece of 
why our coalition works
- We have become a prominent political force in Ypsi

- DAY enables people to use diverse liberation languages.
- Multiple tactics, people can do what they want.



Supporting Mutually Beneficial 
Structures, & Community Care

- Coalition/Relationship Building
- People Power IRL:

- Rising for Economic Democracy 
(REDY)

- Ypsi Gathering Space (YGS)
- We Love Ypsi Schools

- Holding Space for Comradeship
(especially when it’s messy!)



Ecojustice Perspective

◍ Foundation of Ecojustice: Conducting a 
deep cultural ecological analysis
○ Shared roots

◍ Metaphorical & Language Systems 
impact your behavior

◍ Commodification of the Commons 
impacts our Interpersonal Relationships
○ City council made the decision to 

commodify the commons via IV
◍ We need to learn strategies from nature



Final Thoughts
◍ Panel final thoughts

◍ Any questions?


